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Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Wednesday, May 27th, 2020 Regular Meeting 3:30 PM 

  On Line Via Web Meeting/On Site at LEAF 

 

                               Minutes 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Berkmoes and 

Mr. Baczewski. Also in attendance were Ex-Officio Member David Lavallee, Assistant 

Town Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner and Rob Phillips, Director of Planning 

and Community Development. The meeting was called to order at 4:03 PM  

 

The Special Meeting minutes of April 22nd 2020 were approved upon a motion by Mr. 

Borowy; Second by Mr. Salka, and passing with all in favor.  

 

The next order of business was a budget update; Mr. Lavallee reported no significant 

increase or decrease.  

 

The first discussion item was for a request by the Southington PD to have signage posted 

on the two open space parcels on East Street indicating “No Motorized Vehicles” to deter 

atv use. Mr. Lavallee spoke with the Town Manager who did not have an issue with such 

postings. The second item was a Farm Heritage update from Mr. Palmieri; he indicated 

that the LEAF program received a $50k grant from the Main Street Foundation which 

will be put towards farming activities. Additionally, the Science Coordinator for SHS, 

Mr. John Duffy, had 5 educational videos produced that focused on agriculture and 

wildlife. There is a grant available that may cover the costs of that as well. Mr. Lavallee 

will coordinate the transport of the shed made at SHS to the Pleasant Street Stables Open 

Space as part of the Pleasant View Stables Master Plan. 

 

Chairman Chaplinsky noted in reference to Farm Heritage, the town will engage outside 

council with regard to the solar project slated for the Catholic Cemeteries site on East 

Street.  

 

Next, the Committee voted to add a discussion item involving Mr. Bryan Eldridge from 

Urban Valley Acres. Mr. Eldridge would like to establish small plot farming at the 

Academy Street Community Garden location. The project will involve the organic 

removal of the Mugwort plant and the construction of small raised beds for produce. 

Overhead irrigation will likely be used. The town will benefit from the reconditioning of 

the parcel and will likely open it back up for use by residents in the future. A motion to 



allow the use pending Town Manager and Council approval was made by Mr. Riccio and 

seconded by Mr. Pocock passed with all in favor.  

 

Motion to convene Executive Session at 3:59 Mr. Salka; Second by Mr. Borowy - all in 

favor. Out at 4:26. The meeting then moved to the LEAF site off of Belleview Ave where 

the Committee was given a tour highlighting the animals, bees, greenhouse and storage 

area. The educational program was discussed as well. It was noted that a new roof is 

needed on the main barn that the town owns. The meeting adjourned at 5:35.  

 


